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8th Grade Social Studies

Ms. Rzemien

Phone: (623) 376-3346

Email: Julie.Rzemien@dvusd.org

Website: http://www.dvusd.org/Domain/4523 and http://rzemien.weebly.com
MILLENNIUM FALCONS 

TEAM 8-3

Hello! My name is Julie Rzemien, and I believe strongly in helping your child achieve his or her maximum potential through hard work, high expectations, teamwork, and lots of laughter. This is my twenty second year as an 8th grade teacher at Hillcrest, and I always try to integrate fun with effort. I am looking forward to a great year with our new Falcons.

Suggested Supplies:

1. A spiral notebook for notes and class handouts.


2. A book to read in class everyday.


3. Pencils, pens, colored pencils, glue stick, scissors, and a pencil sharpener.

4. Multi-color highlighters will be very important for CCSS Close Reads.

Arizona law requires that public schools provide supplies required for academic success. This list represents optional, supplementary items, which you may supply, at your discretion. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school.
Course Objectives from the Arizona State Standards:

Eighth Grade History Strands emphasize the historical foundations and democratic principles that framed our Constitution and led to our form of democracy.  The history of World War II to the contemporary world is also studied.  

Arizona State Standards can be referenced at http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/social-studies-standard/
This year many states are continuing the implementation of the Arizona College and Career Ready Standards.  These standards emphasize literacy and mathematics skills in all curricular areas. Social Studies classes will focus on analysis of primary source documents and supporting analysis with text-dependant written answers. 
Arizona College and Career Readiness Standards can be referenced at http://www.azed.gov/azccrs/
Disclaimer:

The Arizona Department of Education sets the curriculum that is taught in each grade level. The content taught in eighth grade social studies includes some sensitive subjects that may be disturbing to some children. Please discuss and monitor your child’s understanding of the material.

Grading and Percentage Weights of Assignments


1.
Classwork / Bellwork / Participation

30% 

To fully succeed in class, each student must be an active participant. This requires that they utilize class time efficiently and to the best of their academic ability. 

2.
Projects




25%
Projects consist of any assignment that progresses over a period of 3 or more days and is made up of multiple components.

3.   
Homework 




5%

Homework assignments are those given at the end of the period for independent practice. Classwork that students do not finish in school with an appropriate amount of allotted time will NOT fall into the homework category. Time in class is expected to be used appropriately.  Homework is rarely collected early.


3. 
 Assessments: 
 



40%
Assessments include informal formative evaluations, pop quizzes, unit or chapter quizzes, summative unit exams and semester finals. 
MANY OF MY POWERPOINTS, VIDEOS, AND WORKSHEETS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE, AS WELL AS GAMES TO STUDY FOR TESTS. PLEASE BECOME FAMILIAR WITH, AND HAVE YOUR CHILD UTILIZE, MY WEBSITE:

 http://www.dvusd.org/Domain/4523 or http://rzemien.weebly.com 
Absent Work Procedures:
Team 8-3 has the following homework procedures:

· Reasonable expectation for average amount of daily work 

      -8th grade-80 minutes, all classes

· A long term-assignment could alter these times.

· To maintain consistency and fairness, a long-term assignment is defined as any task due 5 or more days after it is assigned.  All students are required to deliver the task on the assigned due date.  Any extenuating circumstances must be discussed with individual instructors ON or BEFORE the due date.  

· It is the student's responsibility to make up all work missed.  If a student is absent, he/she will have one day PLUS one more day to make up the assignments.  Example:  Two days absence equals three days to make up all work.  A student must contact the teacher to obtain missed assignments upon return to school.  Students absent three (3) or more consecutive days may contact the attendance office to arrange to get assignments.  Academic grades may suffer as a result of excessive absences.  

DISCIPLINE

MTSS/RTI - B: RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION – BEHAVIOR 

(The HMS School-Wide Prevention Program)

Our progressive discipline is based on the Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Response to Intervention – Behavior (RTI-B) program.

Students are expected to conduct themselves in a proper manner at all times.  Specific guidelines are outlined in the DVUSD Student Rights and Responsibility (SR & R) Handbook.  The school rules apply coming to school, going home from school, and at all school-sponsored events.  General misbehavior is handled by the classroom teacher in the following manner:

PROGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTIONS
Step 1: Universal Interventions (Warning/Redirection)

Step 2: 1st Minor Incident Report with Interventions

Step 3: 2nd Minor Incident Report with Interventions and Parent Email

Step 4: 3rd Minor Incident Report with Interventions and Parent Phone Call


Step 5: Major Behavior Referral

Consequences for inappropriate behavior will be given according to the DVUSD discipline guidelines as outlined in the Student Rights and Responsibility (SR & R) Handbook.
Communicating with me:

The best way to contact me is through e-mail. My e-mail address is located at the top of this syllabus. I will usually respond within a couple of hours. I am looking forward to communication with you regarding the success of your child.

Grading Scale:

100 - 90% = A


  89 - 80% = B


  79 - 70% = C


  69 - 60% = D

          Below 60%  = F
Please sign below and return this page to Ms. Rzemien by August 15, 2014.

I have read, and I understand the expectations for 8th grade Social Studies with Ms. Rzemien.

Parent Signature

Parent Printed Name

Student Signature

Student Printed Name

Date
