
World War II

The Pacific Front



Japanese Empire
• At the same time as 

the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, Japanese 
forces launched 
attacks throughout 
the Pacific. By 
Christmas, Japan 
controlled Hong 
Kong, Thailand, and 
the U.S. islands of 
Guam and Wake.





• But it took Japan longer to conquer the 
Philippines. They invaded the islands in 
December 1941 and pushed the Allied forces 
from the capital city of Manila onto the 
Bataan Peninsula. 



• American and 
Filipino troops, 
led by U.S. 
General Douglas 
MacArthur, then 
fought the 
Japanese to a 
standstill for 
several months.



• As fighting raged in the Philippines, the Allies 
feared that the Japanese might invade 
Australia. President Roosevelt ordered 

MacArthur to withdraw to Australia in March 
1942. But MacArthur promised, on reaching 

Australia, “I shall return.” 





• Shortly after MacArthur left, the Japanese 
mounted an offensive. The U.S. troops on 
Bataan surrendered and endured the brutal 
Bataan Death March.

The Bataan Death March

Japanese Prisoner of War Worksheets

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPlfhVEw-7U
http://www.historyonthenet.com/WW2/pow_camps_japan.htm




Doolittle’s Raid
• In the spring of 1942, the 

Allies began to turn the 
tide against the Japanese. 
The push began in April, 
with a daring air raid on 
Japanese cities, including 
Tokyo. 

• Lieutenant Colonel James 
Doolittle led 16 bombers 
in the attack. Doolittle’s 
raid caused little damage. 
But it shocked Japan’s 
leaders and boosted the 
Allies’ morale.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFhY6IaUJ40




Battle of the Coral Sea
• In May, the U.S. 

Navy clashed with 
Japanese forces in 
the Coral Sea off 
Australia. For the 
first time in naval 
history, enemy ships 
fought a battle 
without seeing each 
other. Instead, war 
planes launched 
from aircraft carriers 
fought the battle. 

Neither side won a 
clear victory in the 
Battle of the Coral Sea. 
However, the 
Americans had 
successfully blocked 
Japan’s push toward 
Australia.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qj-bAJgwej4






Midway
• The opposing navies clashed again in June off the 

island of Midway in the central Pacific. 

• The U.S. Navy destroyed four Japanese carriers and 
at least 250 planes. America lost one carrier and 
about 150 planes.

• The Battle of Midway, in June 1942, was the 
turning point on the Pacific front.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1v4I6RGRW50






• After the Battle of Midway, the Allies went on 
the attack to liberate the lands Japan had 
conquered. Rather than attempt to retake 
every Japanese held island, the Allies decided 
to invade islands that were not heavily 
defended by the Japanese. The Allies could 
then use the captured islands to stage further 
attacks. This strategy was known as island 
hopping.







• The two sides fought an 
important battle on the 
island of Guadalcanal. 
U.S. Marines marched 
ashore in August 1942. 
Six months of bitter 
fighting followed. In 
February 1943, the Allies
finally won.

• They had gained their
first major land victory 
against the Japanese.

Guadalcanal

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQKJY43-LmE






Navajo Code Talkers
• To keep Japanese 

intelligence from 
breaking its codes, 
the U.S. military 
had begun using 
the Navajo 
language to 
transmit important 
messages. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rSvm3m8ZUA


• Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Peleliu, Iwo Jima: the 
Navajo code talkers took part in every assault 
the U.S. Marines conducted in the Pacific from 
1942 to 1945. 

• They served in all six Marine divisions, Marine 
Raider battalions and Marine parachute units, 
transmitting messages by telephone and radio in 
their native language a code that the Japanese 
never broke.





Leyte Gulf
• In October 1944, Allied 

forces invaded the 
Philippines. The effort 
included a massive naval 
battle off the Philippine 
island Leyte.

• About 280 ships 
participated. The Allies 
won the three-day 
battle. Japan’s navy was 
so badly damaged that 
it was no longer a 
threat. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ix3uL7bm_XM


• Allied forces came ashore. They liberated 
Manila in March 1945. General MacArthur, 
three years after leaving the Philippines, had 
returned.





Kamikazes
• Although they lost the 

fight in the Philippines, the 
Japanese increased their 
use of a new weapon—the 
kamikaze , or suicide pilot. 

• Kamikazes filled their 
planes with explosives 
and crashed them into 
Allied warships. Japanese 
pilots volunteered for 
these suicide missions. But 
they couldn’t stop Allied 
advances.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ypLuXx6SKgU




Saipan
• Saipan, in the Marianas 

island chain, was targeted 
because B-52s could bomb 
Japan from that location.

• The fighting was fierce and 
many civilians chose 
suicide over surrender but, 
in the end, the Allies 
controlled this island.

• W. Eugene Smith took 
these shots.

One of his more
famous photos, 
this one shows 
an American GI
holding a baby

found in the 
caves of Saipan.

Between 
starvation

and the pus 
covering

much of her face,
it wasn’t believed

that she’d live 
long…

http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/battle-of-saipan


Getting to the End Game
• By early 1945, with 

Japan’s defenses 
weakened, the Allies 
began bombing Japan. 
To step up the 
campaign, however, 
they had to establish 
bases closer to the 
mainland. 

• They chose the 
Japanese-held islands of 
Iwo Jima and Okinawa.



Iwo Jima
• In February 1945, U.S. marines invaded Iwo 

Jima. 

• Iwo Jima was needed for its airfields, so 
damaged B-29s that had attacked Japan could 
land on the island.

• There was an extensive bombardment of the 
island by battleships and planes.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ifk_h2JArnc


Stop at about 4 minutes



Tunnels and Caves
• Tunnels were dug by 

the Japanese and caves 
used to make the 
entire island a fortress. 
There were over 21,000 
Japanese on the island.

• The black sand of the 
beaches caused the 
tanks to become stuck. 
The Japanese waited 
until the beaches were 
full before opening fire.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVkrhvqlyOY






Victory at Iwo Jima

• In late February, American soldiers planted the 
U.S. flag at the top of the island’s Mount 
Suribachi, signaling their victory, though 
fighting continued for several days afterward.

• The men who were in the iconic picture 
became famous. Not all of them handled it 
well.  

• More than 23,000 U.S. soldiers were killed or 
wounded during the campaign for Iwo Jima. 

http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/battle-of-iwo-jima






Okinawa
• In April, Allied troops 

invaded Okinawa to 
gain control of its four 
airfields. The Japanese 
defended the islands 
fiercely. The Allies had 
to fight hard for every 
inch they took. 

• 193 kamikaze attacks 
were staged against 
the American fleet 
offshore.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HC1S7KyLQqg






Civilians in Okinawa
• Okinawa was the last 

major battle on the 
Pacific front.

• Civilians, caught in the 
crossfire, bore the highest 
toll -- perhaps as many as 
100,000 to 150,000 
Okinawan men, woman, 
and children lost their 
lives during the nearly 
three months of fighting.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RjcEN2ycpI




• "We were taught that the 
Americans and the British 
were kichiku, or 'ogre-
beasts.' The Americans 
were monsters and beasts, 
and not humans. So, if you 
were caught by them, you 
would have your ears and 
nose cut off, be blinded, 
and be run over by the 
tanks. If you were a 
woman, you would be 
raped.“



• Many committed 
suicide rather than 
taking the option of 
surrender…

• The battle for 
Okinawa is known 
as the “Typhoon of 
Steel” because of 
its ferocity.







The Fire Bombing of Tokyo
• The capture of Iwo Jima and 

the total destruction of the 
Japanese air force meant that 
the USA could now bomb 
every major Japanese city.

• In May 1945, the USA decided 
to firebomb the capital city 
Tokyo.

• It was hoped that the massive 
civilian casualties would break 
Japanese morale and force 
them to surrender. More than 
100,000 civilians were killed

• Faithful Elephants

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9-DZfPDBoU






Speaking of Bombs

• Advancement in technology during WWII did 
not necessarily lead to the most effective tools 
of war…

• America - Bat Bombs

• Japan - Balloon Bombs

• Britain – Ice Ship

• Germany – Super Weapons











Manhattan Project
• Shortly after entering the war, 

the United States set up the 
Manhattan Project in 1942. 
This was a top-secret program 
to build an atomic bomb. 

• Led by American scientist J. 
Robert Oppenheimer, the 
project team worked for three 
years to construct the weapon.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znr4yylgGH0


Hiroshima and Nagasaki
• Soon after officials successfully tested the bomb, 

Truman told Japan that if it did not surrender, it faced 
destruction. America feared a land invasion would 
cost the lives of a quarter million American soldiers.

• Two atomic bombs, code named “Fat Man” and “Little 
Boy”, were ready to be used.

• The Japanese refused to give in. On August 6, 1945, the 
B-29 bomber Enola Gay dropped “Little Boy” on the 
city of Hiroshima. 





Ending World War II
• The explosion killed more 

than 70,000 people and 
turned five square miles 
into a wasteland. 

• Still, the Japanese 
refused to surrender. On 
August 9, the United 
States dropped a second 
atomic bomb, “Fat Man”, 
on Nagasaki, killing 
another 40,000. The 
plane delivering it was 
called Bock’s Car. On 
August 14, Japan 
surrendered

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1e_AZ3j2LbY




• All 
defendants  

received 
harsh 

sentences.
• No one was 

put on 
probation. 
• Nazi war 
criminals are 

still being 
found today.
• Japanese 

war 
criminals 

were tried in 
Japan



VJ - Day
• On September 2, 1945, 

Japanese and Allied 
leaders met aboard the 
U.S. battleship Missouri 
in Tokyo Bay. 

• There, Japanese 
officials signed an 
official letter of 
surrender.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYLuJGpWlYs





